Dr. C.S. VISWANATHA

Dr. C.S. Viswanatha, Chairman of Civil-Aid Technologies Pvt. Ltd, sees
unprecedented development in housing and infrastructure sectors. “Unlike the
routine structures of the past, what are seen today are sophisticated, challenging
and gigantic structures, he says.

Elaborating, Dr. Viswanatha told Project monitor that development in the field of
engineering structures, particularly in the domain of concrete and steel structures,
was phenomenal in the last decade. “In the first four decades of my professional
career | did not see much brightness in these fields, but in the last decade it has been
exemplary, in the Indian context. Several new construction materials, utilization of
industrial waste to get better construction products and greener materials for
sustainability have become the hallmarks,” he said.

Dr. Viswanatha is a tremendous achiever both in his career and academic life. He
graduated in civil engineering with distinction from Mysore University in 1960 and
obtained Master’s and Doctorate in structural engineering from Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, in 1962 and 1981 respectively. He served as a Member of
Faculty at IIS-B during 1963-1980 and subsequently joined Torsteel Research
Foundation in India. He is chairman of Civil-Aid Technologies Pvt. Ltd, which has
since become a Bureau of Veritas Group company. His fields of specialisation include
concrete technology, concrete and steel structures, hydraulic structures, precast
constructions, and renovation, restoration and rehabilitation of structures.

Journals, edited Torsteel technical bulletins during 1981-93, and co-authored a
Torsteel design handbook in 1988. He has been honoured with several awards like
ACCE Gaurav Award 2000 by Association of Consulting Civil Engineers (India) for
significant contribution to civil engineering consultancy; by India Chapter of
American Concrete Institute, June 2003, for dedicated contributions in the field of
reinforcements; ICI (KBC)-Birla Super Endowment Award for outstanding concrete
technologist of Karnataka, for the year 2003, by the Indian Concrete Institute,
Karnataka-Bangalore Centre; and Vishveshavariya Construction Excellence Award
2004, in March 2005, by Construction and Business Records, Navi Mumbai for
outstanding engineer, among many other awards. He was also awarded Bharatha
Ratna Sir M Visvesvaraya Memorial Award for the year 2006 by Builders’
Association of India, Karnataka.

He has served as president of Association of Consulting Civil Engineers (India)
during 1988-1990 and Indian Concrete Institute during 1999-2001. At present, he is
the chairman of Task Force on Quality Assurance in Public Constructions set up by
Government of Karnataka and has been accorded Minister of State status.
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